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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article. After
publication, concerns were raised about the images pre-
sented in Figs. 2—8. Specifically:

Repeated motifs are present in colony formation images in
Figs. 2a and 3a;

Repeated scatter patterns of data points appear in
Figs. 4b and 5b;

Cell images in various panels of Figs. 6a and 7a partially
overlap;

Tumor images appear to be presented on an artificial
background in Figs. 8a and 8c.

The corresponding author has stated the original data
is no longer available. The Editor-in-Chief therefore no
longer has confidence in the presented data.

All authors agree to this retraction.

The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1186/s12935-
019-1076-7.
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